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February 15, 1728. 


At the Anniverſary Meeting of the Society | 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel 
in Foreign Parts. 


Greed, That the Thanks of the 

Society be given to the Reve- 
rend Dr. Waugh, Dean of Glouceſter, for 
his Sermon preached this Day before 
the Society; And that he be deſired 
to Print the ſame. 
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By which alſo he went and preach. 
ed to the Spirits in he ; 


which ſometime were diſobedi- 
- Þ ent, when once the long-ſuffer- 
> ing of God waited in the Days 


q of Noah. 


nr s E Words of St. Peter 
l may be ſaid to contain in 
them our bleſſed Saviour's 
great Epiphany, or the 
glorious Manifeſtation to 
: | the Gentile World, not 

7 of the Child Feſas, but of Chriſt the 
; Lord, in the Luſtre of the Meſſiahſbip, 
when he was declared the Son of God 

with Power. His Manifeſtation, not by a 

A 2 Star, 
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Star, but a far more bright and glorious 


Light, the Light of the Goſpel; nor yet 
to two or three Perſons, as at his Birth, 
but to Pagan Mankind all the World 
over. 

For the Explication of this obſcure 
and difficult Text, there can be no Que- 
ſtion, but that it depends upon the Words. 
foregoing, For Chrift alſo hath once ſuf- 


tered for Sins, the Fit for the Unjuft, 


that he might bring us. to God, being put 
20 Death in the Fleſh, but quickened by 
the Spirit. A Reaſon with which our 
Apoſtle enforces upon the Fewſh Converts 
of the Aſiatic Diſperſion, and proſelyted 
Gentiles, the great Duty of Patience un- 
der Perſecution. For thoſe poor Pilerims 
were at that Time harraſſed by the Ro- 
Man: Governours, and expoſed to all man- 
ner of Severities, on account of their Re. 
ligion; to ſupport them under which Suf- 
ferings, is the main End and Buſineſs of 
this Epiſtle. For which purpoſe, among 
other weighty Conſiderations, he parti- 
cularly infiſts upon the Example of our 
Lord, whoſe infinite Love to Mankind 
made. him undergo a painful and igno- 
minious Death : he ſuffered in our ſtead, 


The 


n 
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The Fuſt for the Unjuſt. Moreover, By 
the Spirit, that Eternal Spirit which 
raiſed him from the Dead, He went and 


preached to the Spirits. in Priſon, which 


were ſometime diſobedient, when once the 
long-fufferins of God waited in the Days 


of Noah. \, 


So that the Words, whgggver be the 
Meaning of them, are plainly enough an 
Expreſſion of our Saviour's great Good- 
will and Favour to thoſe impriſoned 
Spirits; He went and preached the Goſpel 
to them. It ſeems moſt evident, that 
they could not be the damned Spirits in 
Hell; there is no Preaching, no Condi- 
tions, or Tenders of Salvation, propound- 
ed there. The Spirits in the Priſon of 
Hell, are reſerved in everlaſting Chains un- 
der Darkneſs, in an irreverſible State of 


Perdition; and conſequently, were not 


capable of receiving any Benefit from our 
Saviour's Preaching. 

That He deſcended into Hell, we all 
profeſs to believe; but what that Phraſe 
imports, the Wiſdom of our Church hath 
not thought fit to determine. — But who 
then were thoſe Spirits in Priſon? Were 
they the Souls of the Parriarchs, and 

other. 
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other holy Men under the Law, reſerved 
in ſome middle State or Receptacle, 
whom our Lord viſited after his Paſhon? 
Several of the Fathers, it muſt be owned, 
were of this Opinion; and the Church of 


Rome hath made a Shift to build a no- 


table gainful Doctrine upon it, I mean 
that of Pungatory; though this, and the 
middle State of the Ancients, are, perhaps, 
as widely different, as any two Notions 
whatſoever. Purgatory denotes a pain- 
ful Place, where the Souls of Men, . un- 
leſs relieved by the Churches Prayers, 
are to undergo a fiery 'Trial, and be 
purged from their venial Droſs, in order 
to Happineſs. Whereas the middle State, 
we ſpeak of, was a State of Bliſs, tho' 
not perfect and compleat, called Para- 
diſe, or the Boſom of Abraham ; and they 
were ſo far from praying, that thoſe ho- 
ly Souls might be delivered out of it, 
that it was Part of their Faith, that 
they ſhovld remain there till the Re- 
ſurrection. 

But however, this Opinion, taking it 
truly as it is (I ſpeak it with a due 
Deference to Antiquity) preſumes ſeveral 
things, which we cannot ſo eaſily aſſent 

to, 
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to. It ſuppoſes a Receptacle, where the 
Souls of the Faithful are to repofe them- 
ſelves till the Judgment of the great 
Day; a thing which the Book of God 
fays nothing of. It fuppoſes alfo Chriſt's 
Soul, after Death, to have gone to the 
Place of thoſe blefled Spirits, and con- 
verſed with them; whereas it is evident 
from the very Order of the Words, that 
the Apoſtle did not mean by Spirit, our 
Saviour's Soul, but the Fly Gy, that 
revived him; He was quickened by the 
Spirit of God, and then by the ſame Spi- 
rit, after his Reſurrection, He went and 
preached. Again, the $p7rits our Saviour 
here preached to, were in a fad and diſ- 
mal Condition, & en, cloſe Priſoners ; 
but can they who are in the Boſom of 
Abraham in Paradiſe, in any Propriety 
of Speech, be ſaid to be ſhut up in Pri- 
fon > Laſtly, They evere ſometime diſcbc- 
dient, when the long-(1ffering of God waited 
in the Days of Noah; and is that a 
proper Account of the Patriarchs, and 
all the eminent Saints under the Laws 
Leaving therefore Antiquity in this 
Matter, let us proceed in our Enquiry. 
And the better to find out our Apoſtle's 
Mean- 
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Meaning, we are to obſerve, that, agree- 
ably to the Hebrew way of ſpeaking, 
uſual in the New 'Teſtament, St. Peter 
here underſtood by Spirits, the Men 
themſelves, as is evident from the Con- 
text. For theſe Spirits in Priſon are ſty- 


led a little after my Text xp, dead 


Men; and in a former Chapter of this 
Epiſtle, Men dead in their Sins. Now 
who theſe dead Men are, the Apgſtles in- 
form us at large. Yu, ſays St. Paul, 
hath Chriſt quickened, who were dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, Eph. ii. 1. He ſpeaks 
of the Heathens of Epheſus and Coles, 
before their Converſion. So that St. Pe- 
ters Spirits, and his dead Men, being the 
ſelf ſame Perſons, ig. the Gentile World, 
in Bondage and Captivity to Sin and Sa- 
tan, it is, I think, paſt Controverſie, 
that theſe Spirits in Priſon were the In- 
fidels and Unbelievers, to whom our 
Lord (not in Perſon indeed, but) in the 
Spirit, which he ſhed forth on his Apo- 
ſtles, by them went, and preached the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel. 

And for our farther Satisfaction, I can- 
not but obſerve, that St. Peter, writing 
to the Fews, is particularly careful to 

ex- 
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expreſs himſelf in the Style, and to al- 
lude almoſt every where throughout the 
Epiſtle to the Writings of the Prophets. 
By a Phraſe equivalent to this, the $pr- 
rits in Priſon, the Evangelical Prophet 
does in ſeveral Places expreſs the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel by Chriſt; as 1/aiah 
xlii. 7. I will give thee for a Light to 


the Gentiles, to bring out the Priſoners 
from the Priſon, and them that fit in 


Darkneſs out of the Priſen-Henſe . And 
Chap. xlix. 9. That thou mayſt ſay to the 
Priſeners, go forth. And again, Chap 1xi. 
i. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for 
he hath ſent me to proclaim Liberty to 
the Captivcs, and the Opening of the Pri- 
ſou to them that are bound. 

Which Places evidently declare, that 
our Saviour had the Spirit of God poured 
forth upon him; that by this Spirit he 
was anointed and conſtituted Meſſiah, the 
great Lawgiver ; that by the ſame Spirit 
he publiſhed his Law to the Gentile 
World, which lay in a moſt miſerable 
Condition, in Captivity to Sin and Death, 
in Priſon and Darkneſs. And they heard 
and embraced his Doctrine; whereas here- 
tofore, before the Flood, they were har- 

B dened, 
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dened, the famous Preacher of Righteouſ- 


neſs that then was, could make no Im- 
preſſions at all upon them, They were 


diſobedient, when tho ime-ſufering of G «of 
waited in the Days of Noah. 


From the Words thus cleared and ex- 


plained, give me leave to lay before you 
ſome few Conſiderations on the follow- 
ing Particulars, ſuitable to the preſent. 


ſolemn Occaſion. 


Firſt, The deplorable State and Condi- 


tion the Gentile World was in, when our 


Saviour and his Apoſtles, by the Spirit, 


firſt preached the Doctrine of the Goſpel 


to them. 


Secondly, The Means our Saviour made 


uſe of to reſcue and recover Mankind out 


of this ſad Eſtate, By the Spirit he went 


and preached the Goſpel to them. 

Thirdly, The wonderful Progreſs the 
Goſpel made, by the Aſſiſtance of this bleſ- 
fed Spirit, at, and ſhortly after its firſt 
ſetting out. 


Fourthly,. What probable Ground there 


is to hope for Succeſs in our Endea- 
vours, under the Influence of the holy Spi- 
rit, 
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rit, to bring unbelieving Nations to the 
Faith of Chriſt. And then, 

Fifthly and laſtly, The Obligations we 
of this Nation are under to promote this 
pious and charitable Undertaking of pro- 
pagating the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 


I. With regard to the firſt of theſe Con- 
ſiderations, the deplorable State and Con- 
dition the Genti/e World was in, when 


our Saviour and his Apoſtles, by the Spi- 
rit, firſt preached the Doctrine of the Goſ- 


pel to them, the Prophets, who foreſaw 
the State of things at our Lord's coming, 
have left a diſmal Account behind them. 
They repreſent to our View the Heather 
World, as overcaſt with thick Darkneſs 
and Horror; and the Inhabitants, as a 
poor, blind, captive, and impriſoned Ge- 


neration of Men. And the Apoſtles ac- 


cordingly found them ſuch, in all Places 
where they went and preached, 
1. In point of Underftanding ; extremely 


groſs and abſurd in their Notions of 


God, and his Worſhip, by which they 
were led into many ſuperſtitious and ido- 
latrous Uſages, inſomuch that St. Paul 
ſticks not in plain Terms to conclude 

B 2 them 
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them under the Character of Gentiles that 
knew nit God, and that lived without 
God in the Morld. For ſo they did in 
reality, as to all Effects and Conſequences. 
In their Tdelatry they wholly left him 
out, and placed Sun, Moon, and Stars in 
his ſtead, bowing down before every con- 
temptible Creature, and lifeleſs Image, 
framed by Mens Hands, changing the V 
mage of the incorruptible God, into an V 
mage made like to corruptible Man, and 
to Birds, and four-footed Beaſts, and to 
creeping things, Rom. 1. 23. And this 
not only in Places over-run with Barba- 
riſm, but at Rome and Athens, where Arts 
and Altars, and a religious Complexion, 
ſo much abounded. So that what the Apo- 


file tells us in his Epiſtles to the Romans and 


Epheſians, was true of the greateſt Part of 
the Gentile World, T hey were vain in their 
Inaginatious, and their fooliſh Heart was 
darkened, Rom. i. 21. They walked in the 
Vanity of their Mind, having the Under- 
Standing darkened, being alienated from 
the Life of God, through the Tencrance 
that is in them, becauſe of the Blindneſs 
of their Heart, Eph. iv. 17, 18. 


2. In 
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2. In point of Prattice: Conformable to 
their falſe and unworthy Notions con- 


cerning the Nature of God, were their 


Lives and Manners, and the abominable 
Luſts and Vices they were guilty of; a 
Catalogue of which St. Paul hath given 
us in his firſt Chapter to the Romans, 
that ſhocks the Mind of Man, and fills 
us with Horror and Amazement. And to 


_ aggravate their Wickednefs, and to ſhew 


the Inexcuſeablencſs of their Folly and 
Guilt, he charges them with not living up to 
that natural Knowledge they had of God, 
but contradicted it in their Lives, ho/ding the 
Truth in Unrightecuſneſs, and did not like 
to retain God in their Kncwledee, whereby 
they provoked him to give them up to all 
manner of Lewdneſs and Impurity, being 


fill d with all Unriehteouſneſs, Fornication, 
 Wickedneſs, Covetonfneſs, Maliciouſneſs, and 


other unnatural Crimes and Pollutions, 
not fit to be named. 

They had a Law originally implanted 
in. humane Nature, and the Principles of 
Religion were interwoven in the very 
Frame and Make of their Minds; but the 
Law in their Members had got the bet- 
ter of the Law. of thcir Minds, and led 

them 
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them into the forbidden Paths of Vice, 
and many evil Habits and Cuſtoms. Na- 


tural Religion was utterly gone among 


them, and all Conſcience of Sin worn 
out, and what wonder then, if God, as a 
juſt Judgment for this their Degeneracy, 
gave them up to follow the Sway of 


their own Inclinations, and the Bent of 


their corrupt Hearts, as the Apoſtle tells 
us in fact he did, He gave them up to vile 
Apettions, and to a reprobate Mind. And 
we find their Character altogether ſuit- 
able, Sinners of the Gentiles, by way of 
Eminency, Gal. v. 15. Dead in Treſpaſſes, 


and the Uncircumciſion of the Fleſh, Col. ii. 


13. Alienated from the Life of God, giving 
themſekves over to Laſciviouſneſs, to work 
all Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, Eph. iv. 
18, 19. And tho not only committed all 


forts of Sins themſelves, but had Pleaſure 


in them that did them, Rom. i. 32. 
Buy this Advantage of their being ju- 


dicially delivered up, and the Ignorance 
they were ſunk into, the Devil ſupported 


an Empire of almoſt equal Extent with 
the Univerſe, and led the World captive 


at his Pleaſure. He preſcribed Men the 


very Rites of their ſuperſtitious Worſhip, 
called 
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5 called for their very Children in Sacri- 
= : fice, and had them, dragged them as 

Slaves and Vaſſals, from the Worſhip of 
n * God, to his own Altars, exerciſing an un- 
a cControul'd Juriſdiction in all Parts of the 
C ' Heathen World. Inſomuch that our Sa- 
f viour himſelf calls him the Priuce of this 
f ' World, whom he came on purpoſe to dif- 


$ poſſeſs of the large Territories he had 
2 g uſurp'd; and deliver Mankind from his 
1 * "Tyranny and Dominion. Now is the 
L Fudgment of this World, ſays our Saviour, 


f when he was about to publiſh his Goſpel,. 
1 ' Now ſhall the Prince of this VWirld be caſt 
* ' out, and I, when I am lifted up, will draw 
7 * all Men unto me, John xii. 31, 32, Which 
; leads me to the, 

[ II. Second thing to be conſider'd, The 


Means our Saviour made Uſe of to reco- 
ver Mankind out of this forlorn State: 
| ' By the Spirit he went and preached the 
; Goſpel to them. This Preaching St. Paul 
| * mentions as a Branch of the great Myſte- 
| ' ry of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. iii. 16. as indeed it 
was in all reſpects. A Myftery, by which 
God from all Eternity determined to ſave 
the World; hid from Ages (ſo the ſecret 


un- 
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unſearchable Wiſdom of God would have 
it) and reſerved for the Fulneſs of Time, 
even for us, Sinners of the Gentiles. 

Now in this the Goodneſs of God was 
admirable, that as he deſigned After- ages 
a Law of Salvation, ſo revealing his 
Mind beforehand to the Prophets by the 
Spirit, the Spirit of Chriſt, which was in 
them, 1 Pet. i. 11. he hath given that Law 
an unqueſtionable Authority, whenever it 
ſhould be publiſhed to the World. For 
as he diſcovered his Deſign to the Pro- 
phets, he diſcover'd to them likewiſe the 
Perſon, his great Miniſter the Metab, by 
whom his - Deſign was to be tranſacted, 
even to the Circumſtances of his Extracti- 
on, his Birth, Place of Nativity, the Mi- 
racles of his Life, his Sufferings, Death, 
and Reſurrection, with all the Glories of 
his Kingdom conſequent upon it. So that 
it was as impoſſible to be miſtaken about 
this Law, which was it, as it was to be 
miſtaken in the Perſon of the Meſſiah. 
who was to deliver it. 

Now Jeſus of Nazareth was the Per- 
ſon alone, of all the World, in whom 
thoſe Prophecies, in the whole Body of 
them, were accompliſhed ; and who, in 

every 
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every Particular, juſtified himſelf to be 
the Chriſt, that great Prophet and Law- 


_ giver which ſhould come into the World. 


Accordingly he publiſhed his Law to the 
Sons of Men, He went and preached 19 
the Spirits in Priſon. 

Coacerning which Preaching, there are 
in the Text two Circumſtances very mate- 
rial, and which deſerve our Conſideration. 
One is, the Time when. The other, the 
Agent by which he publiſhed the Doctrine 
of his Goſpel to the World. 

Firſt, The Time when. It was at his 
Reſurrection, he was guickened by the Spi- 
rit, and then went and preached. 'Then 
it was he actually commenced Meſſiah, 
received from the Father all Power in 
Heaven and Earth; a Power over Men 
and Angels, and the whole Creation of 
God; a Power for the conſtituting Apo- 
files for the Work of the Miniſtry; of inſpi- 
ring them, when he had done, with 
Languages, and other ſpiritual Gifts, for 
the Spreading it through the Earth; of 
ſupporting them, and their Succeſſors, in 
all Ages, and through all Revolutions, 
to the End of the World; in a Word, all 
Power neceſſary, in any kind, to the 

C full, 


18 


J Fermon before the & ie, 


f ull, univerſal Eſtabliſhment of Chrifti- 
anity. 

Secondly, The chief Agent by which he 
exerciſed all this Power, was the Holy 
GH, By the Spirit he went and preach- 
ed. In Perſon he could not, he was to 
depart, and go to the Father. And thoſe 
he left behind him, were &f themſelves 
unequal for the Work; the Spirit there- 
fore was the principal Agent in it; and 
the Wiſdom of God would have it ſo, 


to convince the World, that the Goſpel 


to be publiſhed was his own. He left 
out every thing that would have made 
it a ſecular Inſtitution, and induſtriouſly 
fixt upon the moſt unlikely Means for 
the accompliſhing his Deſign. 

The Apoſtles were the Men, whom our 
Lord imployed in this important Affair, 
who had neither Scrip nor Shoe, neither 
Parts, nor Perſons, to recommend them ; 
yet he thought fit to chuſe them, and 
in that very Choice, the Fooliſhneſs of God 


was wiſer than Men. For if theſe weak 


things (as S. Paul calls them) ſhould hap- 
pen to confound the Wiſe and the 
Mighty, as moſt effectually they did, 
who could make any doubt by what Power 

| they 
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they did it 2 When they publiſhed their 
Doctrine at firſt to ſome of every Nati- 
on, as it is notorious they did at Feru- 
ſalem, in their own Language, upon a very 
ſolemn Occaſion, was it not viſibly the Spi- 
rit of God which was in them that did it ? 
When with great Power of Demonſtration 
they proved Jeſus to be the Chriſt, and 
confounded the Fewiſh Doctors, what 
was this but the Effect of that inſpired 
Wiſdom, our Saviour had promiſed them 2 
a Wiſdom, which ail their Adverſ(aries 
were not able to gainſay or reſiſt, When 
they converted three thouſand Souls at 
one Time, and five thouſand at another, 
how active and powerful muſt the Spirit of 
God be, in pulling doton, in an inftant, the 


ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan, in break- 


ing the mighty Prejudices of Education 


and Intereſt, in opening Mens Hearts and 


Conſciences, and diſpoſing them to the 
kindly Reception of Chriſtianity > Laſt- 
ly, when they wrought Signs and Mira- 
cles of ſundry Kinds, in the Midſt of 
Crouds and Multitudes of People, what 
were thoſe but publick and inconteſtible 
Evidences of the divine Authority of the 
Apeſtles, and the Truth of their Religion? 

C3 In 
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In a Word, the whole Miniſtry of theſe 
Diſciples, in every Part and Circumſtance, 
was the Miniſtry of the Spirit, All that 
goodly Variety of Gifts and Graces, 
which capacitated them for that Mini- 
ſtry, proceeded from the ſame Spirit. 
And the Apoſtles, who were acted by it, 
being Apoſtles, and no more, our Savi- 
our's Deligates, what they- did is properly 
aſcribed to our Lord in the Text, By the 
Spirit he went and preached. Let us 
now conſider in the, 


III. Third Place, the actual Succeſs of 
this Preaching, by the Aſſiſtance of the. 
holy Spirit, when it firſt began, for this 
the laſt Words of the Text, Which ſomo- 
time were diſobedient, when once the long- 
ſuffering of God waited in the Days of 
Noah, ſeem. to. intimate to us, viz. that 


our blefled Saviour was not that unfor- 


tunate Preacher before the Flood, who 
could prevail with eight Perſons only to 
ſave themſelves; but, as it had been pro- 
pheſied, upon his Preaching, People, Na- 
tions, and Languages came in, and em- 
braced his Doctrine. And yet (humanly 
ſpeaking) the Goſpel of Chriſt, at its firſt 
En- 
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Entrance, of all Religions that ever ap- 
peared, was the moſt unlikely to gain 
Proſelytes, and make its way into the 
World. It had nothing in it that could 
pleaſe. and gratifie the carnal Mind. Its 
Myſteries, in the Eye of the natural Man, 
were odd and uncouth,. and who ſhall 
believe them ? Its Precepts concerning Mor- 
tification, Self-denial,. and. ſome. other 


Duties, which lie croſs to Mens natural 


Inclinations and Intereſts, harſh. and au- 
ſtere, how ſhall Fleſh and Blood be 
brought to practiſe them 2 Its Promiſes 
great indeed, but of another World ; 

there was nothing in hand but Poverty, 
Perſecution, and Death ; and how could 
Men be content to forego Pleaſure, Life, 
and all, for ſomething in Reverſion, that 
was uncertain? Its Author, a Man of 
mean Parentage and Condition, and the 
Perſons he imployed in the Publication 
of it, a few plain Men, of no Learning, 
Subtilty, or Addreſs, who ſhall believe 
their Report 2 Or who ſhall follow them, 
when the Powers of the Earth were all 
againſt the Religion they taught ; and re- 
ſolved, when it firſt appeared, to deſtroy the 


Sect of the Nazarens from under Heaven? 
And 
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And how then ſhall the Religion of 
Chriſt become the Catholick Religion of 
the World, when the very Profeſſion of it 
was not only dangerous, but, as humane 
Power and Policy had ordered the Matter, 
altogether impracticable 2 Why, all that 
can be ſaid in the Caſe is, that of Rab- 
bi Gamaliel, If this Counſel, and this 
ort, be of Men, it will come to nought ; 
but if it be of God, it is not in the Power 
of all Mankind o overthrow it; it will 
prevail and make its way under all theſe 
Diſadvantages, in Deſpite and in the Face 
of all Oppoſition. And ſo we know in 
fact it did, and that not in the Way of 
Hoſtility, by Arms and Banners; but 
what, one would think, was the likelicſt 
Method to ruine the Goſpel, by the meek, 
innocent, paſhve Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
and the Blood and Martyrdom of its Pro- 
feſſors, which gained upon the Minds of 
all Degrees, in all Nations, as a ſtrong 
Evidence of the Truth of the Doctrine 
for which they ſo bravely ſuffered, and 
diſpoſed them mightily for the Reception 
of the Goſpel in better Times. 

When the Roman Emperors had at- 
tempted the Extinction of the Chriſtian 

Re- 
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Religion by ten ſeveral Perſecutions, and 
exerciſed abundance of Cruelty to no pur- 
poſe, they fat down, and let the Goſpel 
have its free courſe in their 'Territories, 
ſeeing it was impoſſible to keep it out, 
without deſtroying the far greateſt Part 
of their Subjects; and in Space of 
Time, embraced this ſame Religion their 
Predeceſſors perſecuted. Great Numbers 
in almoſt all Places, where this new Do- 
ctrine was firſt preached, readily came 
into it; and thoſe Spirits in Priſon, who 
hitherto lay in the dark, heard the Goſ- 
pel gladly, and were converted. So that 
in the Apoſtles Days, or a little after, as 
the Records of that Age teſtifie, Churches 
and Believers were found in every great 
City of the then known World, and the 


Chriſtian Faith was become, in a manner, 


the general Religion; /o mightily grew 
the Word of God and prevailed! I go 


on to conſider, 


IV. Fourthly, What probable Ground 
there is to hope for Succeſs in our En- 
deavours, under the Influence of the ho- 
ly Spirit, to bring unbelieving Nations to 
the Faith of Chriſt, 


'This 
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This is a Matter which ought to be 
conſidered, becauſe there are thoſe among 
us, Who, it is to be hoped, in their 
Hearts, are no Enemies to the Underta- 
king it ſelf, that ſpeak of it as a thing 
rather to be wiſh d well to, than likely 
to be effected. 

The Subſtance of their en is, 
that the Work we are engaged in is of 
a vaſt and prodigious Extent, and the 
Difficulties that will daily oceur, incre- 
dibly many and great; that a ſtanding 
Revenue, and Contributions ſufficient for 
the carrying it on, cannot reaſonably 
be expected; nor a competent Number 
of Miſſionaries be ſent from this Corner 
of the World, to plant a new Religion 
among a People ſo numerous, and at ſo 
great a Diftance from us. 'That the Na- 
tives of America are prejudiced againſt 
the Chriſtian Name, by the unexampled | 
Avarice and Barbarity of the Romaniſts, | 
in their firſt Expeditions into thoſe Coun- | 
tries; and:that therefore Attempts of this | 
kind will, in all likelihood, meet with 
very ſmall Succeſs. Add to all this, that 
it hath pleaſed God to -leave us in theſe 


latter times, to our natural Abilities on- 
ly, 
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ly, for the Converſion of 8 
ſince Miracles are ceas' d, and we cannot, 
as the Apoſtles did, ſpeak to foreign in- 
fidel Nations in their own Languages. 
Theſe, it muſt be owned, are all dil-,, 
couraging Circumſtances of the Underta- 


king, and what mult neceſſarily retard, 


the Succeſs and Progreſs of it; but by no A 
means make us deſpair, or flag in our 
Endeavours to carry it on. The more ;4 
the Difficulties and Obſtacles are, they” 
more vigorous and reſolute ought we tos. 
be in the Proſecution. The glorious De- 
ſign. we are. imbarked in, will juſtifie our; 
utmoſt Application and Zeal, and in which = 
we may reaſonably hope 5 the Bleſſing 


of God upon our faithful Endeavours to 


accompliſh it. It is to preach to the 8 N 


rits in Priſon, to bring degenerate Man- 


kind out of Pagan Darkneſs, from the 


Power of Satan, and the Dominion of 
their own unruly Luſts, into the glorious 
Light and Liberty of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
It is the great End our Saviour had in 
purſuit, when, after his Aſcenſion into 
Heaven, he commiſſioned his Apoſtles, and 
their Succeſlors in the Miniſtry, to go _ 


a; diſciple all Nations, baptizing them in the 
"OR D Name 
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Name of the Father, and of the Som, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things be had commanded them, 
Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. And can there be 
any Undertaking, wherein we can with 
greater Confidence expect Succeſs, than 


in this, which our Lord hath exprefly 


commanded, and given us in Charge, and 
promiſed likewiſe to aſſiſt us in it? for 
that is the Meaning of the following 
Words, Lo, I am with you to the Find of 
the World. Whereby he gave them to 
underſtand, that himſelf would be with 
them, with his Apoſtles, who were to 
continue upon. Earth but a ſhort 'Time, 
in a more. eminent Manner, by ſending 
down the Holy Ghoſt. upon them in mi- 
raculous Gifts, to enable them the better 
for the ſpeedy planting of his Goſpel in 
all Places and Nations where they were 
to go, and with all that ſhould afterwards 
ſucceed them in their Office, to the End of 
the World, by ſuch fitting and neceſſary Aſ- 
ſiſtance, as the farther Propagation. of it, 


and the State of Religion in every Age, 


ſhould require. And this latter Aſſiſtance 
is what we may depend upon from a 
faithful Diſcharge of our Duty in this 
pious 
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pious and charitable Work, God wil 
not be wanting to us in any thing that is 
neceſſary for the furthering and perfecting 
of it, if we our ſelves be not wanting in 
the Sincerity of our Intentions, and the 
Uſe of proper and honeſt Means for that 
End. He who took ſo much Care for 
the planting a Religion in the World, by 
furniſhing the firſt Preachers of it with 
ſupernatural and miraculous Powers, will, 
we cannot doubt, graciouſly afford fei- 
ent Aſſiſtance to all thoſe who ſincerely 
| labour in the ſupporting and propagating 
| | of it. And we have the more Encourage- 
ment to hope for ſuch Aſſiſtance and Suc- 
ces in our Endeavours, when we conſider 
: the ſeveral Prophecies and Promiſes in 
. the Word of God, which we have not 


i | yet ſeen fulfilled, where the bringing in 
> © the Fulneſs of the Gentiles is foretold; and 
J | where it is intimated, that the Knowledge 


Earth; when he Mountain of the Lord's 
Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed above the Hills, 
and all Nations fhall flow unto it, Ifa. ii. 
2. When the Earth ſhall be full of the 
Kmncwledee of the Lord, as the Matera co- 
dor the Sea, Ia. xi. 9. When all Kings 
8 | 13-3 ſhall 


| of God ſhall be propagated all over the 
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hall fall down before him, and all Nati- 


ons ſhall ſerve him, Pſal. Ixxii. 11. In 
ſhort, when both Zews and Gentiles ſhall 
be. brought into the Church, the Goſpel f 
the Kingdom be preached in all the World, 
and the Religion of Chriſt be the Reli- 
gion of the whole Earth, 

The full Accompliſhment of theſe and 
many ſuch Predictions and Promiſes is yet 
to be expected, and will certainly be 
fulfilled in their Seaſon. At what Di- 
ſtance that is, God only knows; but may 
we not preſage that the Time is now 
drawing near, from the good Diſpoſition 
and Zeal, which has of late Years ap- 
peared among Chriſtians to propagate the 


Goſpel in the more remote Parts of the 


yet unconverted World? May we not 
hope and pray, that your pious Endea- 
vours may have the Honour of contributing 
ſomewhat towards the bringing to paſs 
this great and glorious Event? The Bleſ- 
ling which God has already given to your 


Labours, is a Pledge of future and more 


ſucceſsful Advances in this godly Work, 
while you proceed in it, as you begun, 


with ſincere and diſintereſted Views, with 


all poſſible Care to ſend fit Miſſionaries 


into 
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iato our Plantations, and to ſettle com- 
petent Salaries for their Subſiſtence and 


Encouragement ; to furniſh them with 


good Books, the better to enable them to 
perform their Duty there, and inſtil no- 
thing into the Minds of the Natives but 


the pure and genuine Doctrine . of the 


Goſpel, free from all ſuperſtitious Mix- 
tures, and Condeſcentions, and Accommo- 
dations to the heathen Idolatry. While 
theſe, and other wiſe and good Meaſures, 
which have been taken, for beginning and 
carrying on this charitable Work, are con- 
ſtantly purſued, with that Zeal and Vi- 
gour the Caſe requires, you have great 
Reaſon to hope, that God will proſper 
it in your Hands, and not ſuffer it to fall 
to the Ground for want of proper and 
effectual means to bring it, in his good 
Time, to Perfection. 

There are ſeveral other Conſiderations, 
which afford us reaſonable Ground to 
hope for Succeſs iu theſe our Endeavours, 
that the 'Time allotted for this Diſcourſe 
will not permit me to infiſt upon. But 
there is one which ought not to be paſ- 
fed over without honourable mention of 
it; I. mean, thoſe gracious Aſſurances gi- 

ven 
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ven us by his Majeſty (whom God long 
preſerve) that S pions and uſefnl an In- 
dertakins ſhould aways meet with his 
Favour and Fncorragement, I proceed 
now in the, 


V. Fifth and laſt Place, to ſhew the Ob- 


ligations we of this Nation are under to 
promote a Work of ſuch unſpeakable Com- 
paſſion and true Charity. And here I 
beg leave to put you in mind of what 
you have fo often heard as matter of Re- 
proach to our Church and Nation, that 
we, of all the Proteſtant Churches, have 
been moſt wanting in this important Work, 
who had peculiar Reaſons to be engaged 
in it. This Reflection, we cannot but own, 
hath but too much Truth in it; and the 
only way effectually to wipe it off, is to 
proſecute what we have now happily un- 
dertaken with a more generous Zeal, and 
warmer Inclinations, than they who have 


objected this againſt us, or any other who 


call themſelves Chriſtians, for the future. 
Nor can we otherwiſe do -- Juſtice, or 
expreſs our Gratitude to thoſe poor Infi- 
dels, from whoſe Countries we have drawn 
ſuch immenſe Wealth, and from whoſe 
La- 
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Labours and Induſtry private 'Traders have 
raiſed great Eſtates, than by returing ſome 
Part of that Abundance to promote their 
eternal Happineſs, and repaying them ſpi- 
ritual for temporal Riches. This, as it is 
an eaſie Expence to the Contributors, for 
ſo great Gains, ſo will it be a Means of 
procuring to thoſe that receive the Advan- 
tage of it, a Treaſure of ineſtimable Va- 
lue, The Knowledge of the only true God, 
and Feſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent. A 
Treaſure, which St. Paul ſet ſo great a Va- 
ne upon, that he looked upon the moſt pre- 
tious things as nothing worth, as Dang and 
Droſs, in his diſparaging Phraſe, when con- 
paced with it. And therefore out of his 
great Love to Mankind, and a fervent Zeal 
tor the Honour of God, from whom he had 
received this Grace in an extraordinary 
Manncr, he thought himſelf obliged to 
convey it to others, with the utmoſt Ha- 
zard to himſelf, in 4fiftions, in Neceſſi- 
tics; in Difſtreſſes ; in journeying often, is 
Perils by Sea and Land; in Mearineſs and 
Painfulneſs, in WWatchings often, in Hunger 
and Thirſt, in Faſtings often, in Cold and 
Nakedneſs, &c. as he himſelf tells us. 
And when the Holy Ghoſt witneſſed, that 
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in · even City Where he was to preach 
the Goſpel, he would meet with Bonds 


and Afflictions, he thus delivers himſelf 
with an upgaunted Courage: But none 
of theſe things move me, neither cont 1 


my Life denn unto my ſelf, ſo that I might 
ſiuiſb my Courſe with Foy, and the Mini- 
try which I have - received of the Lord 


Zeſus, to teſtifie the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God, Acts xx. 24. This was the Zeal of 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and the 
Memory of it is tranſmitted to Poſterity, 
that they - whoſe peculiar Buſineſs it is, 
and to whom chiefly the Care of it is 
committed by our Saviour, may learn by 
this Example to be zealous and reſolved 
in advancing the Kingdom of; Chriſt. 
And not .they alone, but all Chriſtians, 
as they have Opportunity and Abilitigs: of. 
doing». For tho' the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ought to be the firſt Movers in 
this great Work, and arg more immedi-. -: 
ately concerned to promote it, in Virtue ' 
of that general Commiſſion, from which 
they derive their Office; yet all other 
Chriſtians, by the Reaſon of the Command, 
and the very Nature of the Thing, are ob- 


liged to ive their Aſſiſtauce , aud help 
for- 
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forward the Work, by all the Means and 
Methods they are Maſters of. Thus it 
was at the firſt Publication of Chriſtia- 
nity ; the Diſciples of our Lord willing- 
ly and chearfully parted with any thing 
they had, for the Maintenance and En- 
couragement of thoſe who preached the 
Goſpel to the World, and for the Re- 
lief and Support of thoſe who embraced 
it. And the ſame Obligations lie upon 
us, as lay upon the Chriſtians of thoſe 
Days, to contribute, to the utmoſt of 
our Power, towards the ſpreading and 
enlarging the Kingdom of Chriſt. The 
Natives of thoſe Countries, which we 
arc to bring in, arc as great Objects of 
our Compaſſion, and ſtand in as much 
need of our Help, as the Gentiles then 
did; they live in as thick Darkneſs, and 


in as groſs Idolatry, are as vicious and 


neglectful of Gods Worſhip, as thoſe 
were. And there is the ſame Reaſon 
now for bringing the unbelieving World 
to the Knowledge and Faith of Chritt, 
as there was then. The Work is to laſt 
as long as there is Occaſion. And do 
we not all daily pray, that God's Ning- 
Gon may come ; that his Church may be 
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more and more enlarged, and the Goſ- 
pel propagated till it ſhall have ſub- 
dued all Nations to he Obedience of 
Faith, and all Mankind are become 


one Fold under one great Shepherd 


of Souls Chriſt Jeſus If we are ſin- 


cere in putting up this Prayer, which 
our Lord hath taught us, and ſeveral 
Prayers of our Church to the ſame pur- 
poſe, we mult look upon our ſelves as 
bound to do all that is in our Power 
towards promoting the Truth of Chriſt, to 
be propagated all over the World. 

And to bind this Duty faſter upon us, 
it ſhould be remembred, that there was 
a Time when the Inhabitants of this 
1/and, ſeparated as it were from the reſt 
of the World, were as ſottiſh Idolaters 
as the ſavage Indians are now; and 
might have continued ſo to this Day, if 
God had not put it into the Hearts of 
the Apoſtles, or ſome of their primitive 
Succellors, to plant the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion among us: And ſince we can give 
no other Account of this Difterence, 
which God hath put between us and 
them, but that it is owing to his free 
Grace and undeſerved Mercy, we ought 


to 
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to expreſs our Gratitude to him, by our 
charitable Endeavours for all thoſe, to 
whom he hath not. yet vouchſafed that 
Favour. And wherein can we better ap- 
prove our ſelves to God, or do a more 
acceptable Service to our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, than by contributing, all that 
in us lies, to the opening the Eyes of ſo 
many poor, ignorant Wretches, and bring- 
ing fo many Souls to Chriſt, who died to 
fave them all? What can be more a- 
greeable to the Deſign of our Lord's 
coming into the World, than our endea- 
vouring to turn Men rem Darkneſs to 
Lieht, and from the Power of Satan unto 
God, that they may receive the Foregive- 
neſs of their Sins, and Inheritance among 
thoſe which are ſantlified by Faith: that 


is in Chriſt? 


As Charity is ſpoken of in Seripture 
as one of the firſt Chriſtian Graces, as 
the great Article upon which Men will be 
tried at the laſt Day, Matt. xxv. and 
That which above all other Virtues will 
make way for their Admiſſion into Hea- 
ven, Luke xvi. 9. ſo to do good to the 
Souls of Men, by calling Sinners to Re- 
pentanco, and ſcekins and ſaving that 
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which was loft, and by putting others in- 
to a Capacity to do it, is the greateſt of 
all Charities. It was the merciful Deſign 
of Chriſt's Manifeſtation in the Fleſh, the 
great Work for which he thought fit to 
come into the World, and for which he 
did not think it too much to ſuffer 
Death. And ſhall not every good Chri- 
ſtian, after ſuch a ſtupendous Inſtance of 


Divine Goodneſs, . uſe his beſt Endeavours, 


according to the Adyantages and Oppor- 
tunities he hath for it, to make his Death 
effectual to that End, the furthering of 
the Salvation of all Men 2 Nothing but 


the ſaving of our own Souls ought to be 


regarded by us with equal Care and 
Concern to this ; and one of the ſureſt 
means of faving of our ſelves will be, to 
be inſtrumental in ſaving others. And the 
more ſtill to inflame our Zeal, and quicken 
our Induſtry in helping forward this good 
Work of turning many t0 Righteouſneſs, 
we have an expreſs and clear Promiſe, 
Dan. xii. 3. that they that are faithfully 
imployed in it, ſhall be advanced to an 
higher Degree of Glory in another World, 
ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firma- 
ment, and as the Stars for ever and cer. 
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To theſe Inducements, which are of 
mighty Force to engage us in this glorious 
Undertaking, tho we ſtood in no relation 
to that miſerable People, nor had any Be- 
nefit ariſing from their Country and La- 
bours. I ſhall only add, as a Concluſion 
to this Diſcourſe, one farther Encourage- 
ment to exert our ſelves vigorouſly in it ; 
that it will be the likelieſt Means to ſe- 
cure to us all the happy Advantages we 
enjoy at preſent; and derive a Bleſſing 
upon our Church and Nation, our King 
and Government, our Children, and thoſe 
that come after them, in all ſucceeding 
Ages, till Time ſhall be no more. 


Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, Oc. 
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